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Bradford Forster Academy 

 
SEND Policy 

 
 
Bradford Forster Academy strives to provide inspirational education for all students 
irrespective of their background or experience. Through exposure to outstanding 
teaching, the expectation of exemplary behaviour, and a consistent focus on building 
resilience, we aim to prepare all students with the skills and characteristics required to 
thrive personally, professionally and within society. 
 
We strive to reflect our academy Christian values of hope, endurance, forgiveness and 
trust whilst following our strapline of showing compassion and patience. 
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Purpose 

To outline SEND provision in line with the statutory guidance of the SEND Code of 
Practice January 2015 
 
The Christian Ethos of Bradford Forster Academy 
 
At Bradford Forster Academy our values are Hope, Endurance, Forgiveness and Trust 
and our strapline is “clothe yourselves with compassion and patience”. 
 
Our school motto is ‘Clothe yourselves with compassion and patience’.  We believe that 
we should encourage and support all children to access this education so they may 
become the people God created them to be.  
 
At Bradford Forster Academy: 

 We encourage everyone – to think and talk about God 

 We encourage everyone – to treat others with equal respect 

 We encourage everyone – to fulfil their God-given potential 

 We encourage everyone – to take seriously Christ’s life-style and teaching 

 We encourage everyone – to be open to God’s spirit. 
 
Aims of Policy 
To outline academy policy towards students who have Special Educational Needs. 

We will provision for students who require special educational needs, as we do for all 
students, a welcoming environment that results in them achieving their full potential.   

 
Policy Statement 

 
Special Educational Needs and Disability 
Most pupils access and make progress within an inclusive curriculum without any great 
difficulties.  The wide range of strategies and skills employed by the teacher are usually 
enough to meet whatever learning needs pupils may have.  However, there may be 
circumstances in which some children will require special educational needs provision. 
 
The Children and Families Act 2014, states that a child has ‘special educational needs’ if 
she/he has ‘learning difficulties’ which call for ‘special educational provisions’ to be made 
for him/her. 
 
Rationale 
Under the Act a child has a ‘learning difficulty’ if they: 
 

 Has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the 
same age, or  

 Has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities 
of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools. 
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(Children and Families Act 2014) 
 
The Equality Act 2010 sets out the legal obligations that schools, early years’ providers, 
post-16 institutions, local authorities and others have towards disabled children and 
young people:  
 

 They must not directly or indirectly discriminate against, harass or victimise 
disabled children and young people. 
 

 They must not discriminate for a reason arising in consequence of a child or young 
person’s disability. 
 

 They must make reasonable adjustments, including the provision of auxiliary aids 
and services, to ensure that disabled children and young people are not at a 
substantial disadvantage compared with their peers.  

The Principles of the SEND Code of Practice2014 

 
The code sets out guidance and principles aimed at enabling pupils with special 
educational needs (SEN) to reach their full potential, to be included fully into their school 
communities and make ‘successful transition into adulthood.’ 
 
The main principles of the Code are as follows: 
 
Every school is required to identify and address the SEN of the pupils that they support. 
Mainstream schools must:  
 

 Use their best endeavours to make sure that a child with SEN gets the support 
they need – this means doing everything they can to meet children and young 
people’s SEN. 
 

 Ensure that children and young people with SEN engage in the activities of the 
school alongside pupils who do not have SEN. 
 

 Designate a teacher to be responsible for co-ordinating SEN provision – the SEN 
co-ordinator, or SENCO. 
 

 Inform parents when they are making special educational provision for a child. 

The School SEND Information Report is available on the website.  
 
At Bradford Forster Academy students with special educational needs may be those who 
have cognitive and learning difficulties, communication and Interaction difficulties, social 
emotional and mental health needs or sensory and physical difficulties.  These difficulties 
may be temporary or they may last throughout their school career and beyond. 
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The Code itemises 4 broad areas of Need. 

Communication and Interaction 
 
Children and young people with speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) 
have difficulty in communicating with others. This may be because they have difficulty 
saying what they want to, understanding what is being said to them or they do not 
understand or use social rules of communication. The profile for every child with SLCN is 
different and their needs may change over time. They may have difficulty with one, some 
or all of the different aspects of speech, language or social communication at different 
times of their lives.  
 
Children and young people with ASD, including Asperger’s Syndrome and Autism, are 
likely to have particular difficulties with social interaction. They may also experience 
difficulties with language, communication and imagination, which can impact on how they 
relate to others.  
 
Cognition and learning  
  
Support for learning difficulties may be required when children and young people learn at 
a slower pace than their peers, even with appropriate differentiation. Learning difficulties 
cover a wide range of needs, including moderate learning difficulties (MLD), severe 
learning difficulties (SLD), where children are likely to need support in all areas of the 
curriculum and associated difficulties with mobility and communication, through to 
profound and multiple learning difficulties (PMLD), where children are likely to have 
severe and complex learning difficulties as well as a physical disability or sensory 
impairment.  
 
Specific learning difficulties (SpLD), affect one or more specific aspects of learning. This 
encompasses a range of conditions such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia.  
 
Social, emotional and mental health difficulties 
  
Children and young people may experience a wide range of social and emotional 
difficulties which manifest themselves in many ways. These may include becoming 
withdrawn or isolated, as well as displaying challenging, disruptive or disturbing 
behaviour. These behaviours may reflect underlying mental health difficulties such as 
anxiety or depression, self-harming, substance misuse, eating disorders or physical 
symptoms that are medically unexplained. Other children and young people may have 
disorders such as attention deficit disorder, attention deficit hyperactive disorder or 
attachment disorder.  
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Sensory and/or physical needs  
 
Some children and young people require special educational provision because they have 
a disability (HI, VI or MSI) which prevents or hinders them from making use of the 
educational facilities generally provided. These difficulties can be age related and may 
fluctuate over time.  
 
Some children and young people with a physical disability (PD) require additional ongoing 
support  
 
Our aim is to ensure that during their time at Bradford Forster Academy all children, 
including those with special educational needs, are properly supported so that they can 
play a full and active role in school life, remain healthy and achieve their academic 
potential and make a successful transition to adulthood. 
 
The SEND Information Report outlines provision for SEND students at the Academy. This 
report is updated annually and is available on the website. 

 

Roles and Responsibilities 

 
Provision for pupils with special educational needs is a matter for the school as a whole.  
The governing body, the Principal, the SENCO and all other members of staff have 
important responsibilities.  The SENCO is responsible for the day-to-day running of the 
school’s SEN policy but all members of staff need to know about the requirements of the 
Code and have responsibility for its implementation at all stages.  It is the duty of the 
governing body to appoint a named person (that person may be the Principal) who is 
responsible for ensuring that the school’s SEN policy is being implemented effectively. 

 

The Governing Body 

The Governing Body must: 

Do their best to ensure the necessary provisions are made for any pupil who has 
special educational needs. 

- Ensure that, where the Principal or the appropriate governor has been informed by 
the LA that a pupil has special educational needs, these needs are made known 
to all who are likely to teach them. 
 

- Ensure that teachers in the Academy are made aware of the importance of 
identifying and providing for pupils who have SEN. 
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- Ensure that the pupils with special needs engage in activities alongside children who 
do not have special educational needs, so far as reasonably practical and 
compatible with the efficient education of the pupils with whom they are educated, 
and with efficient use of resources. 
 

The Principal 

 
The Principal has responsibility to meet, through management, resources and programmes 
any special needs within the whole school organisation. 

The Principal is responsible for: 

- Ensuring that there is appropriate day to day management of provision for children 

with special educational needs. 

- Keeping the governing body fully informed. 

- Working closely with the school’s SEN co-ordinator. 

- Attending review meetings as appropriate. 

 

The SENCo 

 
The SENCo is responsible for: 
 

- Overseeing the day-to day operation of the school’s SEN policy. 

- Co-ordinating the provision for children with SEN. 

- Liaising with the relevant Designated Teacher where a looked after pupil has SEN. 

- Advising on the graduated approach to providing SEN support. 

- Liaising with parents of pupils with SEN. 

- Liaising with early years’ providers, other schools, educational psychologists, health 

and social care professionals, and independent or voluntary bodies. 

- A key point of contact with external agencies, especially the local authority and its 

support services 

- Liaising with potential next providers of education to ensure a pupil and their parents 

are informed about options and a smooth transition is planned. 

- Works with the Principal and school governors to ensure that the school meets its 

responsibilities under the Equality Act (2010) with regard to reasonable adjustments 

and access arrangements. 

- Ensuring that the school keeps the records of all pupils with SEN up to date. 
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Responsibilities   

 

Named Governor: Philip Turner 
 

Monitoring of the Policy:  Principal 
 

Next Review Date:  
 

1.9.2021 

 


